
 

 Ball Python Corn Snake Kingsnake 

Average adult size Length of 3 to 5 feet Length of 4 to 6 feet Length 3 to 4 feet long 
(some have reached 6ft) 

Terrarium size 20 gallon up to 40 gallon as 
they grow 

10 gallon for juveniles, 20 - 
40 gallon for adults 

10 gallon for juveniles, 20 - 
40 gallon for adults 

Substrate *Aspen shavings (NEVER 
use pine or cedar) 

*Aspen shavings (NEVER 
use pine or cedar) 

*Aspen shavings (NEVER 
use pine or cedar) 

Habitat  Hiding place big enough for 
them to fit into & sturdy 
branches for climbing 

Hiding place big enough for 
them to fit into & sturdy 
branches for climbing 

Hiding place big enough for 
them to fit into & sturdy 
branches for climbing 

Temperature 95° F on the warm end and 
78° F on the cool end 

Range from ​80-85° F during 
the day to ​ ​ 75-80° F at 

night 

Range from 75-85° F. 
Radiant heat is 
recommended 

Humidity 40 to 60% 40 to 60% 30 to 60%  

Lighting Need 8 to 12 hours of 
daylight, NO white light on 
during the night, instead 

use a red light 

Need 10 to 12 hours of 
daylight, NO white light on 
during the night, instead 

use a red light 
 

Need 8 to 12 hours of 
daylight, NO white light on 
during the night, instead 

use a red light 

Lifespan 15 to 20 years, can live up 
to 30 years or more 

12 to 20 years 10 to 15 years, can live up 
to 20 years 

Diet Babies eat fuzzy mice once 
a week, frozen/thawed 

rodents are best, increase 
the size as they grow, 

adults can eat every 1 to 2 
weeks  

 
**live food is not 
recommended 

Babies eat pinky mice once 
a week, juveniles eat fuzzy 
mice, adults eat adult mice, 
frozen/thawed rodents are 
best, increase the size as 

they grow 
 

**live food is not 
recommended 

Babies eat pinky mice once 
a week, juveniles eat fuzzy 
mice, adults eat adult mice, 
frozen/thawed rodents are 
best, increase the size as 

they grow 
 

**live food is not 
recommended 

Water Provide fresh, clean water 
daily.  Water should be 

chlorine free and bowl large 
enough for them to crawl in 

and soak. 

Provide fresh, clean water 
daily.  Water should be 

chlorine free and bowl large 
enough for them to crawl in 

and soak. 

Provide fresh, clean water 
daily.  Water should be 

chlorine free and bowl large 
enough for them to crawl in 

and soak. 

 
*​Aspen shavings are a safe, comfortable, easy to clean substrate for your pet, but have a tendency to lower the 
humidity in the terrarium.  If you are having trouble keeping the humidity up, try cypress mulch. 
** Live food can harm the snake by biting it before it is eaten, leaving them susceptible to infections. 


